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Mission Statement

Bessie’s Hope enhances the quality of life for nursing
home/ assisted-living elders and brings generations
together in mutually rewarding relationships by honoring
the human spirit and creating life-enriching volunteer
opportunities for youth, families, individuals, community
organizations and businesses.
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Bringing Generations Together

A message from the
Executive Director

Mother Theresa once said: “Being unwanted, unloved, uncared for,
forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much greater hunger, a much
greater poverty than the person who has nothing to eat.”

Rather than being a food bank, I like to think of Bessie’s Hope as being a
“love bank.” Our “shelves” are stocked with thousands of volunteers who
share their love and caring with nursing home elders who hunger for
unconditional love and attention. It is a sad fact that 60% of these elders
receive no personal visits.

In 2015, a total of 2,339 Bessie’s Hope volunteers logged 8,805 hours,
visiting 1,451 nursing home residents, bringing with them smiles, hugs,
conversation and most importantly love. The purpose of their visits is to f
these lonely residents’ hearts with a sense of feeling acknowledged,
important and remembered.

Thank you for your support in helping Bessie’s Hope continue to eradicate
poverty of the soul.

Our deepest thanks to those of you who supported Bessie’s Hope in 2015
with their monetary gifts, time and talents. My wish is that we could give
each of you a hug of gratitude.

With gratitude,
Sharron Brandrup
Executive Director



Bessie’s Hope Programs

Youth and Elders Program
This program matches youth of
all ages from area schools and
other youth groups with
“grandpartners” in elder care
communities. The service-
learning program includes
reading, writing,
communication and leadership
skills.
“At-risk” youth and nursing
home elders feel needed and
‘ valued, while they cultivate

4 mutually rewarding
relationships. According to Dr Rossie Davis, a leading expert
on the epidemic of bullying, Bessie’s Hope impacts the issue of
bullying, because the youth experience within themselves
compassion and respect.

Community and Elders Program

: ‘ v

Groups from businesses and civic organizations experience a
perfect blend of community service, team-building and the joy
of giving. We provide training for the volunteers and facilitate
group interaction with elders at a conveniently located nursing
home or assisted living facility. Employees and group
members share a heart-warming experience that builds a
long-lasting team spirit. Often, a sense of family develops that
is treasured by all. The positive feelings from connecting with
others, are mutually beneficial for elders and volunteers alike.

Family and Elders Program
We have many families and individuals who
participate with us to “adopt” elders who have no
other personal visitors. Here is the story of one
of those volunteers.

“When most people start their Wednesday's they think, 'almost done
for the week'. For me, Wednesday is my favorite day because I have
the opportunity to spend 3 hours at the Crossings in Highlands Ranct
Volunteering with these residents at Brookdale has given me the
opportunity to be with a very special community and my goal is just
put a little bit of happiness in their day.

Each week I am responsible for leading music bingo and the joy that
comes from watching the patients sing their favorite songs from Judy
Garland, Frank Sinatra and church hymns just warms my heart.
Although I am there to be with them because some do not have
someone to visit them, I know that I get more from visiting. I hear
lovely stories of their parents, children and grand-children and to see
the emotion when they speak in simply priceless. I am so thankful th:
I am a Family Elder volunteer with Bessie's Hope because for just a
few hours a week I am helping a community that I enjoy working wit
and I feel value from the time I spend at the Crossings”...Gloria



Dreams Can Still Come True Program

Our “Queen for a Day” is one of our most popular dreams. The “Queen” is

treated to a day out at Aspen Grove Shopping Center. She receives the VIP

treatment including lunch, a manicure, and shopping for FREE, clothes

accessories, books ets.

Entertainment Volunteers

Bessie’s Hope entertainment volunteers
do more than just entertain. Like all of
our volunteer programs, there is a focus
on elder involvement and interaction.
When there is music, there is often a
sing-a-long and dancing together.
Entertainment volunteers mingle with
the elders before and after their
performances, giving the elders a chance
to ask them questions and express their
feelings about the event. Entertainment
volunteers come away from their visits
having made new friends with the elders.
Hugs are plentiful from the residents to
thank the volunteers for enriching their
lives.

Pictured Above: Gail Hamilton, a former
Ms Senior Colorado. Gail is totally blind &
is pictured singing her beautiful aria from
her braille music.
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Foundations
Adolph Coors Foundation
Allstate Foundation
Castaways Foundation
Charles Schwab Foundation
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The Denver Post
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Donation In Memory/Honor

In Memory of:

Martha Backus

Robert Backus
Dorothy Blackwood

Joan Arrowsmith
Derrald Carlson

Sheila Gaylord
Diane Cole

Patricia Thorpe
June Dillon

Susan Backus
June & Lyall Dillon

Dr Patty Meek
Wilda Frizzell

Nancy Dean
Dorothy Johnson

Dr Anne Whitney
Ellen & Don Long

Sheila Long
Emilla Magnotta

Steven J Magnotta
Elvie Metcalf

Bernie & Susan Ciazza
Thurmond & Lena Morris

Karen Lenzi
David Murphy

Carol Murphy
Ruthie

Brian Bush
Garland Shelton

Sandra Doll

Peggy Shelton
Bessie "Granny" Stephens

Sharron Brandrup
Jim & Lorraine Utne

Marge Utne
Patti Walker York

Virlie Walker

In Honor of:

LaFawn Biddle
Arapahoe House
Roy Helen Mingus-Ackers
Jill Bader
Vicki Bolldlieri
Gordon & Pat Diesing
Lola Fehr
Sue & Rich Jones
Susan Kiely
Bruce & Sandy Lane
Denise Ann Moore
Gordon & Jane Netzorg
Adrienne Ruston-Fitzgibbons
Marlene Siegel
Jan Blankennagel
Susan Kiely
Sharron Brandrup
Judy Smerey
Eva Cole
Jeffrey Cole
Leslie & Fred Depenbrock
Ginny Green
Teresa & Darrell Dillehay
Whitney Garcia
Angela Early
Mark Bissell
Jo Hillyer
Ginny Green
Linda Holloway
Sharron Brandrup
Arlene Mohler Johnson
Susan Kiely
Nancy Leonard
Beverly Swenson
Susan Markley
Elizabeth Arbaugh
Dr Patty Meek
Craig & Dr Karen
Schottenstein
Edwin Newson
Jill Ray
Adrienne Ruston Fitzgibbons
Susan Kiely
Charles & Judy McNeil
Peggy Shelton
Linda Holloway
Susan Stasney
Rev Jon & Dale Stasney
Marie Torreano
Ginny Green
Marge Utne
Marge Utne
Marie Torreano



12" ANNUAL intergenerational
BOWL-A-Rama

Bowlers of all ages enjoy
bowling together at this event.

“Ewvening of Music & Magqic”

Good food, wonderful company,
spectacular entertainment, live and
silent auctions add up to enjoyment for
all. Pictured left to right are 2014
Community Angel award recipient
Jamie Angelich, 2015 recipient
LaFawn Biddle, and Adrienne Ruston-
Fitzgibbons, the event chair.

Pictured are Bessie’s Hope Program Staff on stage with an elder and youth, who
have been participating in our
work in an area nursing home

2015 Program Statistics

Program Participant Summary

# of Youth # of
Participants f] olf Atdult Served through Elders
Olunteers Volunteering Served
School/Y outh Groups 272 1,588
Business/Community Groups 306 28
Family/Elder Program 55 19
Administrative/Fund Raising 45 15
Entertainers 10 1
Total 688 1,651 1,451
Notables:
» Bessie’s Hope Volunteers logged more than 8,805 hours of

>

service during 2015.

In 2015, Bessie’s Hope partnered with elder care facilities in
counties in the Front Range area. This includes nursing
homes, and assisted living communities.

Our youth partnerships include private, charter, and public
schools, as well as many organizations and residential
treatment centers for at risk youth.

At-risk youth benefit as much, as the elders, with whom they
cultivate very significant relationships. These youth often
make choices to turn their lives around. The ripple effect of
these interactions is far-reaching.

Individuals & families are helping Bessie’s Hope impact the
horrific statistic - 60% of nursing home elders receive no
personal visitors. The volunteers are surrogate families for t/
elders.

Annual audit and tax forms were prepared
by Wilson Downing Group, LLC



2015 Fiscal Year

Revenue Summary

2015 Revenue

Elder Care
Partners
5% Corporations
8%

Miscellaneous Foundations

1% 21%
Events Civic &
36% Religious
Organizations
2%
Memorial Gifts Individual
2% 25%

Expense Summary

2015 Expenses

General &
Administrative
4%

Fund Raising
Expenses
10%

Program
Expenses
86%

PROCESS/EXPENSES:

Bessie’s Hope staff provides the training of all volunteers; activity planning;
coordination and facilitation of visits; feedback sessions with volunteers and elders;
and “placement” for individuals and families who adopt elders. In addition, we
provide Volunteer Manuals; Group Leader's Manuals; Sing-a-long CDs; Partnership
Certificates for all participants; Activity supplies; Evaluation materials; and ongoing

support to volunteers and elder care partners.

Miranda Brackett
Pete Crouse

Jolie Diepenhorst
David Geras
James Giuffra
Devon Kwande
Susan Markley
Caleb Pilon
Sherry Ramig
Judy Rough

Marge Utne
Bryant Veazey

Darleen Stiny
Kimberly Barr

E Jane Bustamante

Sharron Brandrup
Linda Holloway
Marge Utne

303.623.1176 (ph)
info@bessieshope.org

Board of Directors

Procurement Analyst, Dept. of the Interior
Owner, Infinitus Pie

Researcher, Heritage Research Center
Owner/ President, GoldLeaf Home Care Inc.
Owner, Front Range Steaks of Colorado
Senior Accountant, Food Bank of the Rockies
Systems Engineer, Lockheed martin
Investor Services Supervisor, ALPS, Inc.
Realtor, Re/ MAX Alliance

Education & Class Coordinator,

Society of Certified Senior Advisors
Northwest Parkway

CFO, Behre Dolbear Group, Inc

Staff

Program Coordinator
Program Coordinator

Administrative Coordinator

Co-Founders

Co-Founder, Executive Director
Co-Founder, Development Director

Co-Founder, Volunteer

Bessie’s Hope
P.O. Box 12675
Denver, CO 80212
303.623.2152 (fax)
www.bessieshope.org









