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Mission Statement 

Bessie’s Hope enhances the quality of life for nursing 
home/assisted-living elders and brings generations 

together in mutually rewarding relationships by 
honoring the human spirit and creating life-enriching 

volunteer opportunities for youth, families, individuals, 
community organizations and businesses. 

 

 

 



A message from the Executive Director 

Bessie’s Hope has a number of at-risk youth groups visiting nursing 

home residents.  The effect that the Bessie’s Hope program has on 
these youth is best described by a teacher of one of these groups: 

“When I was approached by Bessie’s Hope, I was extremely skeptical 

about having my students participate.   The students in our school 
have all been expelled, are on probation and are considered the most 
difficult within the school district to manage behaviorally.  We tried 
talking to our kids about Bessie’s Hope and although they were 

interested, they also wanted to know what they would get (credit, 
money) for it.  When a Bessie’s Hope staff member gave the kids an 
orientation, the girls were rude and the boys kept interrupting her. 

When we started walking to the nursing home for their first visit, I had 
kids cussing and saying the most rude and inappropriate things, and I 
wondered if I was going to have to send a lot of them back to the 
school. When we walked into the room with the residents, I was 
shocked at how our kids just walked up to tables and sat down to talk 
with the residents.  I saw two students sit with two residents and 

take hold of their hands.   It was as if the kids were transformed, and 
they joined immediately into the singing, clapping and dancing with 
the residents.   

When we left, the students said goodbye and were genuinely excited 
and enthusiastic about what they had just done.  One of our guys 
said, “I knew I was coming here to make some old people feel good 
but, I never expected how good it made me feel”  

Bessie’s Hope is especially proud of being recognized by Generations 

United as a Program of Distinction in 2017 for distinction and 
dedication to high-quality intergenerational practices.  

We deeply appreciate our financial supporters and our volunteers for 

helping us transform lives of young and old. 

Warm regards, 
Sharron Brandrup 

Executive Director 

 

 

 



 



Bessie’s Hope Programs 

Youth and Elders Program 
  
This program matches 
youth of all ages from area 
schools and other youth 
groups with partners in 
elder care communities.  
Visits include reading, 
writing, communication and 
leadership skills.  Some of 

the projects include Readers 
Theatre, and Living Histories.  There is also singing, 
dancing, and creating together.  Youth, and elders alike, 
gain a sense of value and heightened self-esteem.   

 

Family and Elders Program 
 

Kishia Mason is a 
remarkable young woman.  
She came to Bessie’s Hope 
looking for a way to be of 
service.  In April of 2015, she 
began to volunteer through 
Bessie’s Hope at Cedars 
Healthcare Center.  She has 
been going to their memory 
care unit once a month ever 
since. 
 
Kishia is totally blind.  She 
has a machine that allows 
her to read the written word.  She reads to the residents, 
sometimes one on one and sometimes with a small group. 

 
Cedars Healthcare Center resident Lynda and her husband 
of over 50 years are pictured with Kishia. 
 
Kishia is the essence of Bessie’s Hope – she is making a 
difference!  Much thanks.



Community and Elders Program 

 
 

This program was created for adult groups from corporations 
and organizations, such as civic, religious and higher 
education.  
 
On the 2nd and 4th Saturdays, Mark McIntosh gathers 
"A Stronger Cord" volunteers to "love on the elders" at 
nursing homes. 
 
Mark began A Stronger Cord to reach out to the 
vulnerable and isolated through forming partnerships 
with service organizations, such as Bessie’s Hope.  Many 
of the participants in A Stronger Cord are also 
participants in a program sponsored by the Denver 
Rescue Mission, which helps individuals get their lives 
back on track to reach their true potential. 
 
Together, A Stronger Cord and Bessie’s Hope are 
providing hope, love and the caring touch, as well as an
opportunity to find empowerment, renewed faith, and 
the joy found only through serving others. 
  



 
Foundations 

Allstate Foundation 

Anschutz Family Foundation 

The Anschutz Foundation 

Community First Foundation 

The Denver Foundation  

The Hadley & Marion Stuart  

Foundation 

Humphreys Foundation 

Icon Foundation 

Jackson National Community  

Fund 

The Lillis Foundation 

Louis & Harold Price Foundation 

The Phyllis M Coors Foundation 

Singleton Family Foundation 

Tracy Family Foundation 

 

Businesses 

1st Bank Holding Company 

Amazing Care Home Health  

Services 

Arapahoe Community College 

Bank of Denver 

Black Jack Pizza 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck  

LLP 

Caring Connection 

Castaways Foundation 

Colorado 811 

Cowboy Moving & Storage 

Davey Tree Company 

DST Systems 

ForestCity Stapleton 

Fox-Smith Wealth Management 

IBM Employee Charitable  

Contribution Campaign 

ISU Insurance Services of  

Colorado, Inc 

Jefferson County Human  

Services 

Kendra Scott 

MDC Holdings, Inc 

Medtronic Inc 

Mercedes-Benz of Westminster 

Moody Insurance Agency 

Northern Group 

Personal Assistance Services of  

Colorado 

Pinnacol 

Porter Adventist Hospital 

Powder Coating Specialities 

Rolltop Financial, LLC 

SeniorPath 

Thrivent Financial 

 

Community Organizations 
Delta Theta Tau Sorority 

City of Englewood 

Columbine United Church 

Columbine Unity Center 

Holy Love Lutheran Church 

Kiwanis Club, 

Castle Rock 

Columbine, Littleton 

Mile Hi Church of Religious  

Science 

Most Precious Blood Church 

National Christian Foundation 

Optimist Club, 

Wheat Ridge 

Windsor Gardens 

 

 

 

Regis Jesuit High School 

Rotary Club 

Arvada  

Aurora Gateway 

Broomfield Crossing 

Five Points 

Highlands Ranch 

South Jeffco 

Westminster 7:10  

Sertoma Club 

     Jeffco 

     Littleton 

St Gabriel the Archangel Church 

St Luke's United Methodist  

Church 

St. Mary's Academy 

Unity Temple of Practical  

     Christianity 

 

In-Kind 

A Skin & Body Sanctuary 

African Eyes Travel 

American Furniture Warehouse 

Alan & Jamie Angelich 

Debbie Aragon  

Arapahoe Basin Colorado 

Arthur Murray Dance Studios of  

Denver 

Ameriprise Financial/Mark 

Barrand 

Argonaut Wine and Liquor 

Arvada Center for the Art &  

Humanities 

Asarch Dermatology &  

Aesthetics 

Aspen Arbor Animal Hospital 

Bandimere Speedway 

Bar Louie 

Boozebling  

Bovine Metropolis Theater 

Butler Rents 

Campus Cycles 

Carla's - A Classic Design 

The Chocolate Therapist 

Clocktower Cabaret 

Colorado Ballet  

Colorado Community Media 

Colorado Rockies Baseball Club 

Colorado Symphony Orchestra 

Comedy Works 

David Copeland 

Core Power Yoga 

Corner Bakery 

Cowboy Moving & Storage 

Denver Art Museum 

Denver Athletic Club 

Denver B Cycle 

Denver Center for the Performing 

Arts 

Denver Marriott - DTC 

Denver Museum of Nature and  

Science 

The Denver Post 

Denver Zoo 

Devil's Thumb Ranch Resort &  

Spa 

Disneyland Resorts 

DiVito  Dream Makers 

Discount Tire 

Early Bird Restaurant 

Element @ Larimer Square 

 

 

 

Elitch Gardens 

Elways 

Embassy Suites Denver Tech  

Center 

Enstrom 

European Wines and Spirits 

Evergreen Fine Art 

Fair Winds Hot Air Balloon  

Flights 

Gentle Groomer Too  

Great Harvest Bread Company 

Green Valley Ranch Golf Club 

Sandy Fishbein 

Fit for Life Chiropractic 

Flesher-Hinton Music Company 

Fox Hollow Golf Course 

Girl Scouts of CO Troop 850 

Hacienda Colorado 

Hapa Sushi 

Hotel Indigo Del Mar 

Howl at the Moon 

Heloise Children's Boutique 

History Colorado Center 

Doug Hodus 

Sherry Huntsinger 

Hyland Hills Water World 

Independence Aviation 

Jazz Car Wash 

Jing Restaurant  

Kendra Scott Jewelry 

KEZW 

Tom and Jan Keyton 

KLTT 

KOOL 105 

KRKS 

Kroenke Sports & Entertainment 

Debbie LaBrant-Hartung 

Leslie’s Boutique 

Let's Frame It 

Live Love Lash 

Lodge Casino Black Hawk 

Maggiano's Little Italy 

Dick & Linda Manley 

Matthew Morris Salon &  

Skincare 

McNeil Designer Portraits 

Marilyn McShare 

Melting Pot  

Mercedes Benz of Westminster 

Mile High Estate Planning 

Monarch Casino Black Hawk 

Moondance Botanicals 

National Western Stock Show 

Newberry Brothers 

Next Generation Massage  

Therapy 

Pappadeaux Seafood Kitchen 

(aka Pappas Restaurants) 

Pilates Plus 

Pizza Republica 

Prime Time for Seniors 

Rapid Housing Solutions 

Revampt Goods, LLC 

Richard Sandoval Restaurants 

Jamie Richards  

Romano's Restaurant 

Salon Noelle 

Savory Spice 

Shanahan's 

Barry & Susan Shesol 

South Denver Fencing 

Bessie’s Hope gratefully acknowledges our financial and in-kind contributors for 2017 



Starbucks @ 120th and I-25 

Starbucks @ 92nd and Sheridan  

Starbucks @ 120th and Sheridan 

Tivoli Brewing & Distributing 

Urban Dog  

U.S. Recognition 

Venice Ristorante & Wine Bar 

The Villager Newspaper 

Rachele Vittorio 

Washington Park Grill 

Wish Boutique 

Wizard's Chest 

Wildflower Teas 

The Woodhouse Day Spa - Castle  

Pines 

Yanni's 

Individuals 
Ronald & Miriam Abreu 

France Addington-Lee 

Myrna Ann Adkins 

Raffaele Aiello 

John Allen 

Nancy Alterman 

Linda Anderson  

Daniel & Helen Ankarlo 

Elizabeth Arbaugh 

Joan Arrowsmith 

Richard Arthur 

Helen Austin 

Beverly Avila 

Barbara Bachman 

Abraham Baltazar 

Wendy Barnes 

Anne Barrington 

Sandy Bazo 

Larry Bean 

Brett Beard 

Kristina Benson 

Scott Berkman 

Peter & Margaret Bernardis 

Donna Bernklau 

Angela Bevacqua 

Belinda Biddle 

LaFawn Biddle 

Angela Bissell 

Beverly Black 

Linda Bluhm 

Kieth & Nancy Boldiszar 

Mary Jo Boryla  

Terry & Debbie Boucher 

Barbara Boyce 

Sharron Brandrup 

Foster Brashear 

Brent & Sandra Doll 

Jennifer Brenton 

Bret & Kim Siepman 

Bruce S Galoob & Barbara 

Biddle Galoob 

Susan Bunic 

Joan Burleson 

Kinza Burney 

Caroline Butler 

Cheryl Campbell 

Carolyn & William Pierini 

Joel Cannon & Bonnie Solan 

Marc Champion 

Pamela Chernick 

Shi-Chin Chiang & Jenny Wu 

Susan Ciazza 

Pamela Cirbo 

Nancy Clark 

Jeffrey Cole 

John Connelly 

Thomas F & Mary E Conroy 

Holly Coors 

Carol Core 

Bo & Lynne Cottrell  

David Cox 

Craig & Pamela Chernick 

Katie Crouse 

Petter & Carolyn Crouse 

Jennifer Davis  

Michael & Nancy Dean 

Diecidue Family 

Dennis & Kathy Dougherty 

Janet Doxsey 

Stephen Edmonds 

Roderick Eggert & Ruthann  

Moomy 

Miriam Farrington 

Rebecca Feldman 

David Fennell 

Beth Ferguson 

Chicko Fernandez 

Kimberly Fickes 

Roger Fink 

Susan Fink 

Cynthia Finley 

Al & Terri Fisher 

Elaine Fisher 

Jack Fitzgibbons & Adrienne  

Ruston Fitzgibbons 

Nichole Ford 

Hobbit Forrest 

Robin Fort 

Christina Foster 

Vicky Frank 

Kim Fredericksen 

Bradley Garlington 

Gregory Garner 

Jean Scott Gauldin 

Sheila Gaylord 

JoAllan Gehde 

David Geras 

Lynette Gildermaster 

Lorraine Gill 

Ms. Cathy Glade 

Kent Glassman 

Louis Goodman 

Virginia Green 

Latierra Greene 

Samuel & Jean Guyton 

Alexa Hack 

Jan Hammond 

Warren & Helen Hanks 

Lisa Hardin 

Sharon Harris 

Susan Harris 

Carolyn L Harrison 

Jeffery Hartman 

Harold Hein 

Norm & Judy Hermsmeyer 

Barry & Arlene Hirschfeld 

Michael Edward & Jessica 

Holbrook 

Marian Hollingshead  

Linda Holloway 

Trisha Hood 

Sarah Hulslander 

Karen Hurley 

James Irwin 

Mr & Mrs George Johnson 

Melissa Jones 

Rich & Sue Jones 

Andrew Joo 

Adreas Judit 

Cynthia Kahn 

Stephen Katz 

Rebecca Keeven 

Florence Kelsey 

Kirsten Kennedy 

Lenzy Kerechek 

Elizabeth Keyack  

Leo & Susan Kiely 

Bob Koontz & Nancy Bruner- 

Koontz 

Sarah Kreger 

Anu Kumar 

William LaBahn 

Elizabeth Labrot 

Brian Lamke 

Debra Landers 

Dick Landy 

James & Rischa Laursen 

Paul Leach 

Peter Leeds 

Don & Brenda Lewis 

Lloyd Lewis 

Chrystal Leyva 

Connie Lind 

Harvey & Shirlann Lindenberg 

Helen Littlejohn 

Sheila Long 

Michael Lopez 

Arthur Lowry 

Daniel Mackin 

Diane Madigan 

Jean Maguire 

Russ Markin 

Susan Markley 

David & Peggy Marks 

Tom & Cyndy Marsh 

Brian & Lynne Martin 

Rosalie Martin 

Marie Martinez 

Wayne McClary 

Lisa McCorkle 

Yvonne McCumber 

Kevin McDonald 

Lisa McGuire 

Ty McNamee 

Dr. Patty Meek 

Joe Meissner 

D. H. Meitus 

Tracy Merredith 

Abbe Mitchell 

Jennifer Mitchell 

Arlene Mohler-Johnson 

Mike Mohrman 

Kara Moody 

Donnis Moore 

Michael Moore 

Morton & Edie Marks 

Edward Nagle II 

Robert C & Judi S Newman 

James Nordlie 

James & Linda Nussbaum 

Jim and Lynn Oder 

Marty Ann O'Neill 

Gary Osburn 

Greg & Danielle Osterloth 

Stefan J & Shirley M Otto 

Robert Parson 

Joe Paulson 

Megan Pince 

Evan Plys 

Jeffrey Power 

Lori Powers 

Timothy Price 

Nancy Pulc 

Laurin Quiat 

Douglas & Debbie Rankin 



Patricia Read 

Patricia Renzetti 

Dr. James Riopelle 

Dale Roberts 

Deborah Roberts 

Pat Robinson 

Gayle Rodgers 

Patricia Romero 

Andrew Rose 

Nancy Rowe 

Dr Jay & Sharon Sanders 

Jamie Sarche 

Dr Frank Sargent 

Katrina Schaeffer 

Rebecca Schilling 

Angela Schreffler 

Larry & Nancy Scott 

Charles Seale 

Philip Seawalt 

Mary Sellars 

Sally Shafroth 

Peggy Shelton 

Amy Siegel 

Pam Silverberg 

Erin Sitton 

John & Marriott Smart 

Judy Smerey 

Richard Smith 

Holly Snow 

Jacqueline Springer 

Richard Stephenson 

Darleen Stiny 

Jean Sullivan 

James B & Jean E Talman 

Dixie Termin 

Monica Thompson 

W Michael Toltz 

Marie Torreano 

James Utne 

Marge Utne  

Risa Valentine 

Adrian Vidal 

Terry Vitale 

Sandra Walling 

Kent & Brenda Walters 

Lou Walters 

Dave & Glory Weisberg 

Bryan White 

Hildegard White 

Susan White 

David & Lynette Wiens 

Amy Wiles 

Gay Wilkerson 

Brandi Williamson 

Bruce Wolff 

Nancy Woodruff 

Betty Woods 

Nancy Woods 

Russell R & Edith L Worth 

George Yardley 

Sharon Yee 

Deborah York  

Ronald S & Lorrine L Zinter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation In Memory/Honor 

 

In Memory of: 
Dusty Biddle  

Donna Bernklau 

Nadine Brenton  

Jennifer Brenton 

Laurel and Lyall Dillon  

Dr. Patty Meek 

Marion Fisher  

Sandra Walling 

Mary Jane Henderson  

Anonymous 

Dr. Laurel Henry  

Judy & Stan Smerey 

Koppes, Schaeffer Grandparents  

Schaeffer Family 

Don & Ellen Long  

Sheila Long 

Elvie Metcalf  

Susan Ciazza 

Nancy Murray  

Jenny & Greg Garner 

Wanda Stiny Gordon  

Darleen Stiny 

Al White  

Hildegard White 

Lillian Wolff  

Bruce Wolff 

 

In Honor of: 
LaFawn Biddle 

Brenda Olson 

LaFawn Biddle & Arlene 

Johnson  

Leo & Susan Kiely 

Eve Cole  

Jeff Cole 

Terri & Al Fisher  

Mr. & Mrs George Johnson 

Terry Vitale 

Ann O'Neill  

Brandi Williamson 

Our Mothers  

The Bazo Family 

Pat Robinson  

Barry & Arlene Hirschfeld 

Melvin & Carole Russell  

Brent & Sandra Doll 

Shirley Seliger  

Pam Cirbo 

Peggy Shelton  

Linda Holloway 

Richard Stephenson  

D. H. Meitus 

 

 

 

We are grateful to all 

of our contributors 

and regret the 

accidental omission of 

any donor names 

 
 



14th ANNUAL intergenerational BOWL-A-Rama 
 
Everyone had a great time and lots of 
laughs at the 14th annual Bowl-a-Rama.  
Bessie’s Hope expresses gratitude to all 
the bowlers, all the sponsors, goodie bag 
and prize donors, emcees and volunteers! 
We deeply appreciate your support of 
Bessie’s Hope. 
 
Pictured are Bill and Debbie Watson, 
Publishers of Prime Time for Seniors, and 
their grandchildren.  

 

 

 

“Bridge of Love” gaLa  
 

What a beautiful event! The 
evening was filled with 
special moments. Good food, 
wonderful company, 
spectacular entertainment, 
live and silent auctions add 
up to enjoyment for all. 
  
THANK YOU to all our 
Wonderful Sponsors; Donors;  
Honorees, Terri and Al 
Fisher; Chairperson, Jan 
Hammond; Emcee, Doug 
Tisdale; Committee Members; Volunteers; and Event Attendees. 
 
Pictured are Co-Founder, Linda Holloway; Honorees, Al & Terri Fisher; and 
Co-Founder Sharron Brandrup. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



2017 Program Statistics 
 

Program Participant Summary 

Participants 
# of Adult 

Volunteers 

# of Youth 
Served 

through 
Volunteering 

# of 

Elders 
Served 

School/Youth Groups 262 1,579  

Business/Community 

Groups 883 18  

Family/Elder Program 92 48  

Administrative/Fund 

Raising 58 6  

Entertainers 21 0  

Total 1,316 1,651 1,752 
 

 

Notables: 
 

 Bessie’s Hope was recognized by Generations United as 
an intergenerational Program of Distinction.  The 
Program of Distinction designation is the only U.S. ‘seal 
of approval’ for intergenerational programs. The 
application and review process are rigorous. Achieving 
this recognition is a major accomplishment and says a 
program employs best practices and effectively engages 
the young and old while serving the surrounding 
community.  

 Bessie’s Hope Volunteers logged more than 12,585 
hours of service during 2017, an increase of nearly 20% 
from 2016.  Each hour of volunteer time impacts the 
horrific statistic - 60% of nursing home elders receive 
no personal visitors. 

 In 2017, Bessie’s Hope partnered with elder care 

facilities in 6 counties in the Front Range area.  This 
includes nursing homes and assisted living 
communities. 

 Our youth partnerships include private, charter, and 
public schools, as well as many organizations and 
residential treatment centers for at-risk youth. 

 
Annual audit and tax forms were prepared 

by Wilson Downing Group, LLC 



 

2017 Fiscal Year 
 

Revenue Summary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Expense Summary 
  

 

PROCESS/EXPENSES: 
Bessie’s Hope staff provides the training of all volunteers; activity 

planning; coordination and facilitation of visits; feedback sessions 

with volunteers and elders; and “placement” for individuals and 
families who adopt elders.  In addition, we provide Volunteer 

Manuals; Group Leader's Manuals; Sing-a-long CDs; Partnership 

Certificates for all participants; Activity supplies; Evaluation 

materials; and ongoing support to volunteers and elder care 

partners. 
 

Program 
Expenses

86%

Fundraising 
Expenses

10%

General & 
Administrative

4%

2017 Expenses
$277,448

 

Corporations
3%

Foundations
13%

Civic & 
Religious 

Organizations
3%

Individual
45%

Events
32%

Elder Care  
Partners

5%

2017  Revenue
$327,564



 

Board of Directors 
 

Pat Robinson, President  
Executive Assistant, Denver Post 

 

LaFawn Biddle, Vice-Chair   
Community Volunteer/Philanthropist 

 

Richard Stephenson, Treasurer  
Account Executive, Caliber Home Loans 

 

Susan Markley, Secretary 
Systems Engineer, Lockheed Martin 

 

David Geras 
Owner/President, GoldLeaf Home Care, Inc 

 
Staff 

 

Darleen Stiny  Program Coordinator 

Kimberly Harmon Program Coordinator 

Jaymie Sheehan Program Coordinator 

Phillip Enmark Administrative Coordinator 

 
 

Co-Founders 
 

Sharron Brandrup  Co-Founder, Executive Director 
 

Linda Holloway Co-Founder, Development Director 
 

Marge Utne  Co-Founder, Volunteer 

 

 
Bessie’s Hope 

P.O. Box 12675 
Denver, CO 80212 

303.623.1176 (ph)       303.623.2152 (fax) 
info@bessieshope.org       www.bessieshope.org 

Bessie’s Hope is dedicated as a living legacy to 
Bessie “Granny” Stephens. 

mailto:info@bessieshope.org
http://www.bessieshope.org/

